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S1.6. Synthesis of CeATMP
S1.7. Synthesis of CeEDTMP
S1.9. Acid treatment
The dried materials obtained in step-II were broken down to the desired particle size [30-60 mesh (ASTM)] by grinding and sieving. Finally, material was converted into acid form by treating 5 g of this material was treated with 50 mL of 1 M HNO 3 for 30 min with occasional shaking. The material was then separated from acid by decantation and washed with DI water to remove adhering acid. This process (acid treatment) was repeated at least 5 times for all the materials. After final washing, the material was dried at room temperature. 
